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An origin story often told for mathematical proof connects it with democratic
discourse in ancient Athens. In that story a special discourse used to settle
public issues became the model for proof. Centuries later, Descartes flipped
this story, taking mathematical proof as the model for discourse used to
settle public issues. We now live in a time when both democracy and logic
are under threat, and proof has almost vanished from schools in many
places. What should mathematics educators do in this context? What can
we do?
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